Grading Rubric for English 98 essays

Students,
    I try to choose topics appropriate for this level.  I don’t want the topics to be too hard or too easy. You’ll notice that the topics I choose do not require special knowledge of politics, sociology, education, history, or any other branch of knowledge.  That’s why they are English 98 topics and not English 101 topics.  The readings in the book and your own life experiences give you everything you need to write on my topics. 

Then when I read your writing, I follow a rubric, or a guide, on how to assign grades.  Here it is:

Excellent:  Grade of A  (90-100%)  Good writing includes multiple levels of clarity: you need a clear thesis, and your paragraphs need to develop a coherent main idea that advances the thesis.  The sentences in your paragraphs will connect together and give specific support for the main idea, and your sentences will be grammatical and properly punctuated. “A” papers are easy to read because the writer smoothly moves the reader through the paper.  A grade of A indicates that a paper has achieved excellence in all aspects of writing. 

Good: Grade B (80-89) These essays have a clear thesis and sufficient examples or development and fluency of expression.  They may be excellent in one or another area, but fall down in others.  Most common for English 98 is that a paper is full of good ideas but is missing a key example of development or has a few errors of basic punctuation. 

Adequate: Grade C (70-79%)  When all the factors—thesis, organization, development, and grammar/punctuation/mechanics—are averaged, these essays show a barely passing level of competence.  “C” essays lack a sense of quality throughout and show just enough clarity in the thesis and development to get a passing grade.  While containing a few errors of grammar or punctuation or mechanics, the thoughts in these essays can be followed without much distraction. 

Inadequate: Grade D  (60-69)  These essays have so many errors of various kinds to make for difficult reading.  Or the paper is so lacking in examples that the reader really doesn’t know what the writer is trying to say.  

Fail  Grade F  (0-59)  The “F” essay is so lacking in thesis, organization, content, and grammar/punctuation/mechanics as to make reading very difficult.  Unfortunately, an essay can also earn a grade of “F” if it is plagiarized (copied) or if it fails to really answer the assignment.  


