DEGREES, CERTIFICATES AND
TRANSFER PLANNING

General Education
Through general education, students are encouraged to increase
their skill level and expand their understanding of the physical
world and the complex inter-relationships of individuals and
groups within their social environments; understand the various
modes of inquiry of the major and certificate disciplines; deepen
appreciation of artistic and cultural heritages, and become aware
of other cultures and times; strengthen their ability to communicate,
reason, and critically evaluate information both orally and in
writing; acquire a positive attitude toward learning, and develop
self-understanding. As a result, they are better able to recognize,
understand, and act upon the complex personal, social, scientific,
and political issues that confront them daily.
After successfully completing a general education curriculum at
Imperial Valley College, students will have a broad understanding of
mathematics, science, social science, humanities, and the arts. In
addition, students will demonstrate ability to:
• Communicate eﬀectively and analytically in writing, listening
and speaking.
• Develop critical and constructive thinking for problem solving
and value discrimination.
• Understand social interaction by learning of other cultures and
times and the complex interrelationships of individuals and
groups within their social environments.
• Develop the ability to adapt to new environments and
technologies.
• Develop responsibility for individual actions and respect for
diverse people and cultures.

Associate Degree Graduation Requirements
Associate in Arts (AA) or the Associate in Science (AS) Degrees
The awarding of an associate degree at Imperial Valley College
represents more than an accumulation of units. The General
Education program is a series of courses designed to lead
students through patterns of learning experiences that will allow
them to develop a breadth of knowledge to gain a command
of subject areas and methods of inquiry that characterize the
liberally educated person.
Graduation from Imperial Valley College with one of the Associate
degrees is based upon the completion of 60 units of lower
division college work. Eﬀective for all students admitted to a
community college for fall 2009 or thereafter, each course
counted toward the unit requirement for the major or area of
emphasis must be completed with a grade of “C” or better.
Associate in Arts for transfer (AA-T) or Associate in Science for
Transfer (AS-T)
California Community Colleges are now oﬀering associate degrees
for transfer to the CSU. These may include Associate in Arts
(AA-T) or Associate in Science (AS-T) degrees. These degrees
are designed to provide a clear pathway to a CSU major and
baccalaureate degree. California Community College students
who are awarded an AA-T or AS-T degree are guaranteed
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admission with junior standing somewhere in the CSU system
and given priority admission consideration to their local CSU
campus or to a program that is deemed similar to their
community college major. This priority does not guarantee
admission to specific majors or campuses.
Students who have been awarded an AA-T or AS-T are able
to complete their remaining requirements for the 120-unit
baccalaureate degree within 60 semester or 90 quarter units.
To view the most current list of Imperial Valley College Associate
Degrees for Transfer visit the IVC website at www.imperial.edu.
To find out which CSU campuses accept each degree, please
go to http://www.sb1440.org/counseling.aspx Current and
prospective community college students are encouraged to
meet with a counselor to review their options for transfer and to
develop an educational plan that best meets their goals and needs.

Certificates of Achievement
Certificates of Achievement are awarded to convey evidence
that well-defined levels of proficiency have been attained in
designated occupational fields. Certificate programs are available
in some of the occupational areas for which the college oﬀers the
Associate Degree. To qualify for a certificate, a student must:
1. Complete all courses listed for a particular certificate;
2. Achieve a “C” grade or better in all courses used to complete
the certificate;
3. Complete a minimum of 6 units in residence;
4. Responsibility for filing a petition to receive a certificate rests
with the student. This petition is to be filed with the
Admissions and Records Oﬃce (see petition form for deadlines).

Additional Associate Degrees and
Certificates
A student may earn multiple Associate Degree and Certificates
from Imperial Valley College. Each additional degree and
Certificate of Achievement will be posted to the student’s
academic record and the student will receive diplomas for each
degree and Certificate of Achievement earned. For additional
degrees and certificates any course used to meet the prescribed
graduation requirements may count toward more than one
degree and certificate. Courses used for one major may be used
to meet the prescribed graduation requirements for additional
majors. Courses used to meet competency requirements and
general education requirements for the first degree may be used
to fulfill these requirements for additional degrees, provided the
student has maintained “continuous” enrollment. If a break in
enrollment occurs, a student must comply with the competency,
general education, and major requirements in eﬀect at the time
the student resumes attendance or those in subsequent years of
the student’s enrollment.
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Career Technical Education (CTE)
Imperial Valley College oﬀers a wide range of Career Technical Education (CTE) programs preparing students for jobs in high demand
occupations in Imperial Valley. CTE programs include transfer options such as the Administration of Justice and Agriculture programs. You can also earn an Associate Degree and/or a Certificate
of Achievement in most CTE programs. Consult the IVC catalog
and/or a counselor for degree and certificate options.
Programs/Courses are scheduled to provide flexibility to students
with day and evening options to meet student demand. Many
programs have national industry accreditations or certifications.
Career Technical Education (CTE) Program for High School and
Regional Occupational Program (ROP) Students
Imperial Valley College maintains faculty-approved formal course
articulation agreements with Imperial Valley high schools and the
Imperial Valley ROP (Regional Occupation Program). Courses with
articulation agreements follow the California Career Statewide
Pathways Templates in the areas of: Administration of Justice
Allied Health Programs, Business, Automotive Technology,
Building Construction Technology, Child Development,
Computer Information Systems, Health Assistant and Welding.
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Students who complete an articulated class oﬀered through a
partnering high school or ROP program, receive a qualifying grade
in their course, and pass the IVC Credit-by-Exam for the subject
area, will be eligible to receive college credit for the articulated
corresponding Imperial Valley College class posted to their oﬃcial
transcript. Eligible students will work with the Workforce
Development Oﬃce at IVC for the awarding of college credit.

Apprenticeship Training Programs
Apprenticeship training programs provide the participant an
opportunity for formal training, consisting of a balance between
on-the-job training (OJT) and the related supplemental instruction
(RSI) directly associated with the particular trade or industry.
OJT is coordinated through the local employer sponsor. Related
supplemental instruction is provided by Imperial Valley College.
Refer to the Apprenticeship section of the catalog,
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Transfer Planning
I. Students planning to enter a university or four-year college
after attending Imperial Valley College should take note of
the following suggestions:
A. Consult the catalog of the college or university to which
they intend to transfer for the following:
1. Admissions information
2. Major course requirements
3. General education or breadth requirements
B. Notice the diﬀerence between lower and upper division
courses required by the school in which the advanced work
is to be taken. Important point: Degree credit in the major
can be expected only for those community college courses
for which there are parallel courses designated as lower
division by four year colleges or universities.
C. Note: Courses which must be taken in preparation for the
major as well as those required for the major.

IV. All students must assume complete responsibility for compliance
with regulations and instructions set forth in university or
college catalogs for their intended transfer institution, for
selecting courses which will permit them to meet their
educational objectives, and for satisfying prerequisites for
any programs or courses they plan to take for transfer.

Transfer Preparation
Courses that fulfill major requirements for an associate degree
at Imperial Valley College may not be the same as those required
for completing the major at a transfer institution oﬀering a
bachelor’s degree. Students who plan to transfer to a four-year
college or university should schedule an appointment with an
IVC counselor to develop a student education plan (SEP) before
beginning their program. More information is available at
www.imperial.edu/student/transfer-center.

D. Remember that community college courses transfer to
four year colleges in terms of specific or elective credit,
depending upon the school and major selected. Refer to
the ASSIST web site at www.assist.org which is the oﬃcial
California statewide database listing a selection of campusapproved transfer agreements, general education
requirements, and information on UC and CSU transferable
courses and major preparation. Students are advised to
contact an Imperial Valley College counselor for more
information, and for details regarding other transfer
agreements and options not available on ASSIST for your
transfer college choice.

Transfer Resources:
www.ASSIST.org – CSU and UC Articulation Agreements and
Majors Search Engine
www.calstate.edu – CSU System Information
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions –
UC System Information
www.aiccu.edu – California Independent Colleges and
Universities, Association of
http://wiche.edu/wue – Western Undergraduate Exchange
Programs (institution and major search engine)

E. Note any policies regarding the maximum number of units
which may be transferable. A maximum of 70 transferable
units completed at the community college level may be
applied toward the total number of units required for a
bachelor's degree by the University of California or the
California State University. Subject credit for transferable
courses in excess of 70 units may also be granted to satisfy
university graduation requirements. Any courses accepted
as equivalent to those oﬀered in lower division by the
university completed at the community college, even if
beyond the 70 unit maximum, will be applied where needed
to meet specific lower division major and/or general
education/breadth requirements. Therefore, students are
strongly advised to complete all courses designated as
required lower division preparation for the major prior to
transfer, especially where admission to the major is
contingent on completion of specific courses.

Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE)
WUE is the Western Undergraduate Exchange, a program
coordinated by the Western Interstate Commission for Higher
Education (WICHE). Through WUE, students in Western states
may enroll in participating four-year public college programs at
a reduced tuition level: up to 150 percent of the institution’s
regular resident tuition. In all cases, WUE tuition is considerably
less than nonresident tuition.
Programs Available: Some institutions have opened their entire
curriculum on a space-available or first-come, first served basis.
Others oﬀer only designated programs at the discounted WUE rate.
Check out the search feature on the WUE website:
http://wiche.edu/wue/students#programs

II. Students should also avail themselves of opportunities to
meet with representatives of colleges and universities, which
are scheduled throughout the year in the Transfer Center.
III. Catalogs and information on how to apply for admission to the
California Private/Independent Colleges and Universities,
Out-of-State Colleges and Universities, University of California
and the California State University are available in the Transfer
Center. The Transfer Center maintains catalogs and applications
from other institutions as well and will provide assistance in
obtaining information and applications.
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The California State University
The following information is subject to change.

Application Filing Periods* (Applications first accepted):
Summer Semester or Quarter: February 1 (6 campuses)
Fall Semester or Quarter:
October 1 - November 30
Winter Quarter:
June 1 - June 30
Spring Semester or Quarter:
August 1 - August 30
*You are urged to file early. Applications to impacted majors must be filed during
the initial filing period. The CSU designates major programs as impacted when
more applications are received in the initial filing period from CSU eligible
applicants than can be accommodated. If applying after the initial filing period,
consult the campus admissions oﬃce or website for current information. Except
for impacted majors, campuses accept applications until enrollment categories
are filled. Most campuses will acknowledge receiving your application within
two to four weeks. For more details refer to www.calsate.edu

Definition of a Transfer Student
You are considered a transfer student if you have completed
college units after the summer immediately following graduation
from high school:
1. Students who have completed 60 or more transferable
semester college units (90 or more quarter units) are
considered upper division transfer students.
2. Students who completed college units before they graduated
from high school or during the summer between high school
graduation and CSU enrollment are considered first-time
freshmen and must meet those admission requirements.
Transfer Admission Requirements
Upper-Division Transfer Requirements (60 or more transferable
semester or 90 or more quarter units):
You are eligible for admission if you:
1. Have a college grade point average of 2.00 or better (2.40 for
non-California residents) in all transferable college units
completed.
2. Be in good standing at the last college or university attended
(i.e., you are eligible to re-enroll).
3. Complete 30 units of general education coursework prior
to transfer. The thirty semester units must include general
education requirements in English composition, oral
communications, critical thinking and college level
mathematics with a grade of C or higher.
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Transferable Coursework
Transferable courses to the California State University system and/
or the University of California system are indicated by (CSU, UC)
following the catalog description. Students are advised to contact
their counselor to determine which specific courses are applicable
to their educational objective.
A student planning to transfer to the California State University
system can, at their request, have the general education
requirements certified by Imperial Valley College. In order to
meet this certification, a student must complete thirty-nine (39)
units of selected general education in one of five areas: English
communication and critical thinking; physical universe and its life
forms; arts, literature, philosophy, and foreign language; social,
political, and economic institutions; and understanding life and
self-development. With the certification of general education
completed by Imperial Valley College, a student can transfer to
a California State University assured that no further general
education will be required at the lower division level.
Associate in Arts for Transfer (AA-T) or Associate in Science for
Transfer (AS-T) for California State University (CSU)
Students transferring to a CSU campus with an AA-T or AS-T will be
required to complete no more than 60 units after transfer to earn
a bachelor’s degree. Imperial Valley College currently oﬀers several
AA-T/AS-T degrees. Students are encouraged to meet with a counselor to review options and to visit http://californiacommunitycolleges.cccco.edu/Students/AssociateDegreeforTransfer.aspx for
more information.
AA-T/AS-T Minimum Degree Requirements
Completion of the following are required for all AA-T/AS-T:
1. Minimum of 60 CSU-transferable semester units.
2. Minimum grade point average (GPA) of at least a 2.0 in all
CSU-transferable coursework.
3. Completion of a minimum of 18 semester units in an AA-T/AS-T
major. All courses in the major must be completed with a grade
of C or better.
4. Complete certification of the California State University General
Education-Breadth Pattern; OR the Intersegmental General
Education Transfer Curriculum pattern.

Imperial Valley College Catalog 2017-2018

Imperial Valley College Catalog 2017-2018

www.imperial.edu

55

56

www.imperial.edu

Imperial Valley College Catalog 2017-2018

The University of California
Minimum Transfer Admission Requirements
Transfer students will be eligible for admission if they meet the
following requirements:
1. Complete 60 semester (90 quarter) units of transferable college
credit with a GPA of at least 2.4 *no more than 14 semester (21
quarter) units may be taken “P/NP” (Pass/No Pass).
2. Complete the following requirements, earning a grade of “C” or
better in each course:
• Two transferable college courses (3 semester or 4-5 quarter
units each) in English composition
• One transferable college course (3 semester or 4-5 quarter
units) in mathematical concepts and quantitive reasoning
• Four transferable college courses (3 semester or 4-5 quarter
units each) chosen from at least two of the following subject
areas: arts and humanities, social and behavioral sciences, and
Physical and biological sciences.
Note: Students who complete 60 transferable units that include
the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC)
will meet the minimum admission requirements described above.
*Specific admission criteria vary amongst the UC campuses.
Visit the Transfer Center or review information available online at
www.universityof california.edu/admissions.
The University of California Application Filing Periods
The following information is subject to change.

Fall Semester/Quarter:

November1-November 30 of
preceding year

Winter Quarter:

July 1-July 31 of preceding year

Spring Quarter:

October 1-October 31 of preceding year

The UC application is availble at:
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply
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Intersegmental General Education
Transfer Curriculum (IGETC)
The Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC)
is a general education program which community college transfer
students may use to fulfill lower-division general education
requirements in either the California State University or University
of California system. Completion of the IGETC is not a requirement
for admission to CSU or UC, nor is it the only way
to fulfill lower-divisionGE requirements.
The IGETC is recommended for students who have not made a
final decision about transferring to a particular CSU or UC
campus. Students may be better served by following the CSU GE
requirements or those of the UC campus to which they plan to
transfer.
Students pursuing majors which require extensive lowerdivision major preparation may not find the IGETC option to be
advantageous. There are other limitations. All courses used for
IGETC must be passed with a minimum grade C. (C minus is not
acceptable.) A credit or pass is acceptable providing either is
equivalent to a grade “C” or better.
Please make a counseling appointment to determine the most
appropriate general education program for you.
Certification: All GE requirements must be completed before
IGETC can be certified. Certification must take place prior to
transfer to UC and/or CSU. The Admissions Oﬃce will complete
the certification. As a general rule, the IGETC can be certified for
California community college transfers who have also completed
transfer units at a CSU, UC, or independent college provided that the
student has completed most of the transfer units at one or more
California community colleges.
Restrictions: A student who has been registered at a UC campus
and wishes to return to the same UC campus is NOT eligible for
IGETC. This restriction does not apply to students who have taken
UC summer session or Extension classes only.
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Cross Enrollment Program at a
California State University or
University of California Institution
About The Program:
Undergraduate students enrolled in the California Community
Colleges, California State University, or the University of
California may enroll at one of the other two institutions via
the Cross Enrollment Program without formal admission and
without payment of additional State University fees.
Program Qualifications:
Undergraduate students must provide verification from their
home campus, via the Cross Enrollment application, that they
have satisfied all program qualifications:
• California resident.
• Completed at least one regular term (12.0 units) at the home
campus as a matriculated student.
• Enrolled in a minimum of six units at the home campus for
the current term.
• Earned a minimum grade point average of 2.0 (C average)
in all college work completed.
• Paid appropriate tuition and fees at home campus for the
current term.
• Completed appropriate academic preparation for the cross
enrollment course you intend to as determined by the host
campus.

Enrollment Conditions:
1. Approval for cross enrollment is valid for only the one term
specified and subject to space availability, deadlines,
registration procedures, and priorities of the host campus.
You must reapply for each term you wish to cross enroll.
2. Students are subject to all administrative procedures of the
host campus. Students who wish to drop a course must follow
the drop procedure of the campus.
3. Students will not be charged additional course enrollment
fees. However, there is a non-refundable administration fee
each term.
4. Students will have to pay any additional fees required of other
students (lab, materials, breakage, computer, transcripts, etc.).
5. Academic advising is available only at the home campus.
Students are encouraged to obtain advising from a home
campus adviser to ensure the course to be taken at the host
campus will meet home campus requirements.
6. Evidence of completion of course prerequisites may be
required at time of enrollment (personal transcript copy or
grade reports).
7. Records of credit earned through cross enrollment will be
maintained by the host campus. Students are responsible for
ordering their transcript be sent to their home campus (a fee
may be required).
8. Because of overlapping academic calendars, cross enrollment
is possible only in certain combinations.

Program Limitations:
• Enrollment is limited to one baccalaureate course per
academic term on a space available basis.
• Program is open to undergraduate students only.
• Cross enrollment classes may not be audited.
• Students may not cross-enroll in a lower division course if the
course has enrollment restrictions, such as by major code.
• Students may not cross-enroll in an upper division course if the
department is impacted.
• Students may not cross-enroll in a graduate level course.
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9. Health services on the host campus are limited to treatment
of emergencies only.
10. Students are subject to all administrative procedures of the
host campus.
11. Other conditions may apply depending upon the host
campus. Please refer to the host institutions website for
additional information.
12. San Diego State University, Imperial Valley Campus, is
Imperial Valley College’s closest CSU participant. SDSU Cross
Enrollment Program details, website and application form
can be found at :
http://arweb.sdsu.edu/es/registrar/CrossEnrollment.pdf
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